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Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Pennines Township. 
 

Highways 
The Highways Service continues to deliver schemes that will improve traffic flow through 
the Pennines villages. The road safety scheme in Littleborough Centre is complete along 
with resurfacing works in connection with the Tour De France due on the 6th July. New 
schemes to be undertaken within the next 6 months are resurfacing of Albert Royds Street 
roundabout and Elizabethan way Cycle scheme and signalisation.  
 
Community Safety 
With the summer months and lighter evenings now upon us traditionally there is always a 
rise in complaints regarding football in the street,  BBQ’s and other outside events such as 
garden parties that we have been busy dealing with within Community Safety. It is 
important that these issues are dealt with effectively to ensure that neighbour disputes do 
not arise and that solutions are found that meet tolerance levels of both parties.  
 
We have been dealing with on-going issues at Smallbridge Library where a small group of 
youths continue to disrupt the library and harass the staff. Working with the library 
management we are changing the door access system that will allow staff to regulate who 
enters the library at certain times of the day.  
 
The summer months also see a rise in shed and garage break in’s with thieves attracted to 
high value items such as lawnmowers, strimmers and such like. We are busy getting the 
message across not to leave out buildings insecure especially whilst working in the garden 
as most of this crime type is of an opportunist nature.  
 
The summer months also see a rise in anti-social behaviour particularly in public space 
such as parks and town centres. We are currently working with Greater Manchester Police 
to tackle the “hot spot” areas particularly at weekends seizing alcohol off underage drinkers 
and then establishing where the alcohol was purchased. This information is then passed 
onto the licencing officers for them to carry out further investigations.  
 
Our routine case work regarding problematic tenants in the private rented sector is, as 
usual always ongoing working with landlords and property management companies dealing 
with all manner of issues ranging from anti-social behaviour to neighbour disputes and 
domestic violence. 
 
Youth Service 
The Youth Service in the Pennines has been busy hosting a number of events.  On 
Thursday 20th March we held our first Question Time Event at Milnrow Youth Centre.  This 
event was well attended by Councillors, Council Officers and partner agencies including 
the Police and NHS.  It was a great opportunity to open dialogue between guests and 
young people about some of the issues that are of concern for local young people and to 
explore ways of working together to resolve these issues.    
 
On Saturday 14th June Smallbridge Youth Group hosted the first Tour de Pennines which 
began at Hollingworth Lake Visitor Centre and finished at Watergrove Reservoir following a 
13km cycle ride which was challenging but very enjoyable according to the 8 teams from 
across the borough that participated in the event. 



 
Continuing with the celebrations for the Tour de France we organised a Family Fun Day in 
Hare Hill Park on Saturday 28th June.  Despite the poor weather we still managed to attract 
a large crowd who participated in the various activities that were on offer. 
The theme that was chosen for this quarter was ‘Active Lifestyles’ and the young people 
that we have worked with have been involved in lots of sporting activities including football 
and in particular cycling.  All our groups helped to organise the Fun Day in Hare Hill Park 
and young people decorated material to highlight the importance of health and fitness and 
the material from the groups was used to make some bunting that was placed around the 
bandstand in Hare Hill Park for the event. 
 
Our groups continue to meet in Smallbridge Library, Wardle Library, Littleborough Sports 
Centre and Milnrow Youth Centre and we are looking to do some work in Littleborough 
Library. We also have the Mobile Youth Bus in the Pennines twice a week and our 
detached team continue to work in the ‘hot spot’ areas.    
 
Libraries 
Libraries are being used across the Pennines township as venues, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; skills, jobs and business 
support; reading and literacy; digital inclusion; early years and stronger families; the 
elderly. 
 
Every library in the township offers free Internet access and Smallbridge, Milnrow and 
Littleborough offer Wi-fi to customers. The library service has developed an innovative 
initiative with the Department for Work and Pensions, jointly running monthly sessions in 
Smallbridge library for jobseekers – improving their IT skills and employability, and helping 
them with the UniversalJobMatch site.   
 
To celebrate Adult Learners Week in June, the library service launched a new project with 
Hopwood Hall College Community Learning.  Free taster “Get Creative” taster sessions 
were run in Littleborough, the taster sessions were repeated in July and free longer 
courses will run in September.  This is the first time libraries have been used by Hopwood 
Hall College as a venue for community learning. 
 
Rochdale Literature Festival will run again in October 2014. The inaugural festival in 2013 
saw over 4700 people attending events.  Over 98% of people surveyed said they would 
return in 2014.  Confirmed acts include singer-songwriter Lucy Spraggan, renowned poet 
Jackie Kay, poet and broadcaster Ian Macmillan, BBC Breakfast presenter and bee-keeper 
Bill Turnbull with many more exciting acts to be confirmed.   
 
Community News 
 
Wardle and Smallbridge Community Centre 
The centre has seen a lot of changes recently, there is now a new management committee 
in place who are working hard to utilise the building for the benefit of the community.  
Township funds were used to purchase goods for the kitchen which is now fully equipped. 
 
Armed Forces Week 
The Township are proud to support the Armed Forces Community, we held ceremonies to 
mark the start of Armed Forces week by raising the Armed Forces flag in Milnrow and in 
Littleborough. Both flags were raised on newly installed flag poles that the Township has 
funded.  
 
Pennines in Bloom 
Pennines Township has continued to fund the project this year. This year’s entry is in 
progress and details are being finalised, judging day is on August 5th, the results won’t be 
known until later in the year.  



 
Milnrow and Newhey Carnival 2014 
Hundreds of people lined the streets as the carnival procession, led by Milnrow Brass Band 
and the Mayor of Rochdale, paraded through the streets from Newhey to Milnrow. Each 
year the community comes together to support this event, they are also encouraged to 
participate in the event organisation. The Carnival, now in its 46th year, had a host of 
activities on offer in Milnrow Memorial Park including a funfair, a dj performing live music, 
and various stalls. 
  
Thank you Mr Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township Committee. 
 
Councillor Aftab Hussain 
Chair, Pennine Township Committee  

 


